
UNIVERSITY CREDIT HOUR POLICY 
 

To comply with the Department of Education's definition for awarding college credit, 
Wilberforce University has defined a credit hour for the range of delivery formats offered at the 
institution, which is detailed below. 
 
Traditional Classroom Courses - Wilberforce University awards one credit hour for 50 minutes 
of classroom instruction and 120 minutes of out-of-class student work per week over the length 
of academic period. 
 
Traditional Laboratory/Studio Courses - Wilberforce University awards one credit hour for 110 
minutes of laboratory/studio instruction and 60 minutes of out-of- class student work per week 
over the 15/16-week semester. For some science courses, the lecture and laboratory components 
are combined. The credit hours of these courses combine the credit hour policies of these two 
modes of instruction. 
 
Practica - Wilberforce University awards 6 - 12 credit hours for practica in certain majors. 
Within 
these practica, students work full-time in clinical settings for 15 weeks and meet weekly with 
their practicum supervisor for 50 minutes. For certain majors, a thesis is due at the end of the 
semester. 
 
Practica (Graduate Program) - Wilberforce University awards 3 credit hours per semester for 
practica in the graduate program. Within these practica, graduate students work part-time (20 hrs. 
per week) or the equivalent of 300 hours in a clinical setting for 15 weeks per semester. In 
addition, graduate students meet weekly with their practicum advisor for 170 minutes. 

 


